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Elaine Delores Painter Walker of Lovettsville, Virginia passed peacefully into eternal life on
June 1, 2020 at Inova Loudoun Hospital in Leesburg, Virginia. Born in Lovettsville on May
8, 1938, she was the daughter of William and Helen Painter. Elaine graduated from
Loudoun County High School in 1956. After graduation, she worked for the government
for several years. She met the love of her life, Clifton Walker, in 1958 and they were
married in 1959. They settled in Lovettsville and were married for 58 years.
Elaine worked as a secretary for the Loudoun County School System for 15 years, her first
year at Loudoun Valley High School, then 14 years at Blue Ridge Middle School. She
loved her work and all the wonderful friends she made and kept throughout her life. Elaine
was one of the most social people in the world. She loved talking on the phone, going out
to see people and getting visitors at home. There was never an errand run or dinner out
that did not include running into at least one person she knew.
Elaine and Cliff both set a wonderful example their whole lives about the importance of
giving back to your community. They made such a difference in so many ways and
touched so many lives. Elaine is best known for her 22 years as Mayor of Lovettsville, but
her service to community started decades before. For 27 years she was a past member
and past Worthy Matron of the Order of the Eastern Star. Over the decades she was a
member and on the Board of Trustees of the Lovettsville Union Cemetery, was a member
of the Lovettsville Historical Society & Museum, the Lovettsville Alumni Association, the
Lovettsville Community Park Committee, the Loudoun Health Council (focusing on the
Cornwall ER), the Loudoun Economic Development Commission, the Loudoun Main
Street Program, the Potomac Society (founded by Mary Waters) and the Blue Ridge
Middle School Retirees. She was also a Salvation Army Honorary Board Member, a
Lovettsville Fire & Rescue Company lifetime member, Chair and Vice Chair of the
Coalition of Loudoun Towns and was the proud recipient of the 2005 Loudoun Times

Mirror Citizen of the Year award.
She served on the Lovettsville Town Council from 1980-1990 and served as Mayor of
Lovettsville from 1990-2012. At her retirement, after 22 years, she was recognized as the
longest serving Mayor in Loudoun’s history by the Board of Supervisors and her fellow
Loudoun Mayors, by the Town of Lovettsville for her years of dedicated service, by Inova
Loudoun for her advocacy for quality healthcare for Lovettsville and Loudoun County and
many other honors that she was also humbled and grateful to have received.
Elaine’s passion was seeing Lovettsville grow in a responsible manner. During her time as
Mayor she was proud to have been involved in a wide variety of town projects. Among
them were the town center projects, the water and sewer plant, a Loudoun park in town,
community policing, the pedestrian and bike path, the retirement community and the
“Welcome to Lovettsville” sign. One of her proudest accomplishments was starting
Lovettsville’s Oktoberfest 27 years ago. It has grown enormously over the years and in
2018 won international acclaim as one of the best Oktoberfest celebrations in the world.
She remained an active participant throughout the years and was very proud of the
recognition it brought to the town.
In 2013, the Town of Lovettsville dedicated the Walker Pavilion in her honor. She was
completely surprised by this at her retirement celebration and was incredibly grateful the
next year at the dedication. Her vision of a place where people could enjoy a concert, get
a soda or ice cream and come together as a community had become a reality. She
enjoyed every event there to the fullest. This is where her family hopes to have her
Celebration of Life service later this year. She will be smiling down on us all.
Elaine is remembered for her determination and incredibly strong will, her warm and
welcoming smile and twinkling blue eyes. Elaine was a force of nature. She loved fiercely
and held her family and friends close to her. She invited everyone she met to please come
visit her and to see Lovettsville. She loved the town she was born in and worked her entire
life to make it better. Lovettsville was her life and she was so proud of what it became. Her
dedication to the community was unparalleled. She truly made this world a better place.
She was special and will be sorely missed.
In addition to her parents, she was predeceased by her husband Clifton Walker. She is
survived by her daughters Debbie, Linda and Carol, her grandson Brandon and many
wonderful nieces and nephews, great nieces and nephews, and great-great nieces and
nephews. A private burial was held at Lovettsville Union Cemetery where she was laid to
rest next to her beloved Cliff. In lieu of flowers, the family has requested that memorial

contributions may be made to the Lovettsville Historical Society & Museum at http://www.l
ovettsvillehistoricalsociety.org or PO Box 5, Lovettsville, VA 20180.

Cemetery
Lovettsville Union
12942 Lutheran Church Rd.
Lovettsville, VA,

Comments

“

I was sorry to hear of your loss.
She seemed to be a very strong leader in her position as Mayor for the Town of
Lovettsville.
While I didn't know her real well, she seemed to be a wonderful lady, and only wish I
had gotten to know her better.
May God give you strength and encouragement to get through each day.
With deepest sympathy,

Page Lee Weadon
Purcellville, VA

Page Lee Weadon - July 16, 2020 at 03:59 PM

“

She was such a wonderful person and it was a privilege to have known her.

Mary Jo Fields - June 08, 2020 at 11:32 AM

“

Sorry to hear of Elaine's passing. Only knowing her for a short time she was a
special and sweet lady.

Sharon James - June 08, 2020 at 10:05 AM

“

Sending condolences and prayers to Mrs. Walker's loved ones on the occasion of
her loss. She was a real beam of light during my time at BRMS in the late 70s and
early 80s. I know she will be greatly missed. -- Laura Anderson

Laura - June 06, 2020 at 10:12 PM

“

Just want to say how sorry I am for your loss. She was a Great Lady and over the 33
years of having Bonnies we always didn't agree but we always talked it out. And
when ever I was her I got a hug and big smile. And I know in my heart that She will
always be Lovettsville Guardian Angel. Because she wouldn't have it any other way.
Bonnie.

Bonnie Hawker - June 05, 2020 at 09:26 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the family..I haven't really been to Lovettsville in many
years but I remember Elaine as mayor and at church.I always admired her and how
she was able to raise such wonderful daughters..She will be truly missed by many I
am sure..!!.

Pamela J.Snyder - June 05, 2020 at 06:41 PM

